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Every innovation begins with an idea!

• How institutions manage ownership, protection, and use of IP –
shapes what happens next.

• WIPO Database: institutional IP policies of 700+ universities and 
research institutions worldwide.

• Global resource: policies, templates, and agreements.

• 2024 upgrade: improved interface, updated content.
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Trend 1 – From compliance to strategy

• Old focus: patents & revenue sharing.

• Current focus: innovation management, collaboration, impact.

• Focus-based IP policies on Open Access, COI, Spin-out creation, AI, etc.

• Institutions manage innovation, not just own IP.

https://www.wipo.int/en/web/technology-transfer/institutional-ip-policies-database-details?articleId=6539522; https://www.wipo.int/en/web/technology-transfer/institutional-ip-
policies-database-details?articleId=6539182; https://www.wipo.int/en/web/technology-transfer/institutional-ip-policies-database-details?articleId=6537152
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Trend 2 – Balancing open science and protection

https://uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/content_migration/uct_ac_za/39/files/Policy_Open_Access_2020.pdf

• Open science and IP protection

• Example: University of Cape Town aligns Open Access & IP Policies

• Supports Creative Commons & public benefit

https://uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/content_migration/uct_ac_za/39/files/Policy_Open_Access_2020.pdf
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Trend 3 – Artificial intelligence considerations

https://uct.ac.za/sites/default/files/content_migration/uct_ac_za/39/files/Policy_Open_Access_2020.pdf

IP policies should clarify 
ownership and inventorship 
in AI-assisted research.

Researchers must 
disclose when AI tools are 
used to generate or assist 
in inventions or 
publications.

Institutions should assess 
how AI-generated content 
is treated under IP law and 
define internal procedures 
accordingly.

Guidelines should promote 
transparency, 
documentation, and 
responsible use of AI in 
R&D.
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Examples

https://provost.columbia.edu/content/office-senior-vice-provost/ai-policy; file:///C:/Users/Kusanova/Downloads/IP%20and%20SpinOut%20Policy.pdf 
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Trend 4 – Genetic resources & traditional knowledge – New 
WIPO’s Treaty

WIPO Member States adopted 
WIPO Treaty on IP, GR and 
Associated TK on May 24, 2024.  

The Treaty aims to enhance the 
efficacy, transparency and quality 
of the patent system with regard to 
GRs and TK associated with 
genetic resources (aTK) and 
prevent patents from being 
granted erroneously for inventions 
that are not novel or inventive with 
regard to GRs and aTK. 

The Treaty establishes a 
mandatory patent disclosure 
requirement – this requires patent 
applicants to disclose the country 
of origin of the GRs and/or the 
Indigenous Peoples or local 
community providing the aTK, if 
the claimed inventions are ‘based 
on’ GRs and/or aTK.  If such 
information is unknown, the 
source of the GRs or aTK should 
be disclosed.

A failure to disclose the required 
information would be subject to 
appropriate, effective, and proportionate 
measures.  Where there has been 
fraudulent intent in regard to the disclosure 
requirement, post grant sanctions or 
remedies may be provided for.  Fraud 
aside, no Contracting Party should revoke 
or render unenforceable a patent solely on 
the basis of an applicant’s failure to 
disclose the required information.

In addition, the new instrument 
would invite countries to establish 
databases of GRs and aTK.

The new patent disclosure requirement 
could be a measure to indirectly support 
implementation of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the Nagoya 
Protocol by their respective Contracting 
Parties.
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New guidelines for researchers

https://www.wipo.int/en/web/technology-transfer/ip-policies#toolkit

• Researchers should start tracking 
GRs and aTK used in their work.

• WIPO has developed guidance to 
support Treaty-aligned research 
practices.
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Other ressources 

• WIPO Database of Contracts Related to 
Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources 
and Data

• Publications

https://www.wipo.int/en/web/traditional-knowledge
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/traditional-knowledge
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VII.42. The method of stimulating the creation and use 

of RID also includes holding a competition for the best 

implementation of patent and licensing activities 

among the scientific structural divisions of the 

Organisation and among scientific employees under the 

age of 40. The results of the competition are 

summarised by the IP Commission annually on the Day 

of the Inventor and Innovator of the Republic of Belarus. 

The winners of the competition receive a cash prize.

http://oim.by/images/rar/intel_sobstv.pdf

Joint Institute of Mechanical Engineering of the National Academy of 
Sciences of Belarus – IP Policy

Trend 5 – Incentives for Researchers

https://www.wipo.int/web/technology-transfer/institutional-ip-policies-database-details?articleId=6539812
https://www.wipo.int/web/technology-transfer/institutional-ip-policies-database-details?articleId=6539812
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Promotion criteria

www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abj2098

UK - Academic Promotion Pathways Linked to 
Entrepreneurship (APPLE).  

• Explores how systems underpinning academic career progression can be 
better aligned to support E&I. 

• Examines the current state of play with ASPECT partners (network of 
universities seeking to enhance research commercialization within the 
social sciences, arts and humanities) in terms of recognition, reward and 
workload allocation and co-create solutions.

USA – Promotion & Tenure Innovation & 
Entrepreneurship (PTIE) Coalition. 

• Global movement to support the recognition of I & E impact by university 
faculty in promotion, tenure & advancement. 

• Involves considering not only the traditional academic outputs (like peer-
reviewed publications) but also other indicators such as successful TTs, 
commercialization of research, patents, startup creation, industry 
partnerships, community engagement, and economic development.
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• Universities moving from IP management to 

start-up creation.

• Example: Lancaster University – Quinas 

Technology (ULTRARAM ).

• Transparent equity builds trust and impact.

Trend 6 – Recognizing entrepreneurship 
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Trend 7 – Aligning with industrial & trade policy

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-chips-act_en

Example: European Chips Act links IP with industrial strategy.

Clear rules on background/foreground IP essential.

Strong IP frameworks = preferred partners.

Alignment with national/ regional strategies
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Trend 8 – Tech transfer for the public good

Socially Responsible Licensing (SRL): combines impact and 
sustainability.

Examples: Oxford vaccine, Yale Global Access, UCT health 
innovations.

IP as a tool for progress (SDGs).
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Institutional 
Capability 
Framework 
(ICF)

Trend 9 – Evidence & Impact

Knowledge & 
Technology 
Transfer (K/TT) 
Metrics

+
• Diagnosing institutional health and drivers for 

innovation productivity

• Designed to improve innovation performance 

by addressing institutional enablers 
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Trend 10 – Keeping 
policies alive and 
visible

https://policies.rmit.edu.au/document/view.php?id=23
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Closing Thoughts

“Innovation begins with ideas — impact begins with policy.”

Let’s turn knowledge into value, responsibly and strategically.

Innovation begins with ideas — impact begins with policy.

Let’s turn knowledge into value, responsibly and strategically.

• Modern IP policies = strategic 

frameworks for impact.

• Enable fairness, transparency, and 

sustainability.

• WIPO Database helps institutions 

learn, compare, and evolve.



Thank you!
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