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Study by the Research Information Network in late 2009 
• 40% of researchers have trouble accessing journal 

literature at least once per week 
• 60% of researchers say access limitations hinder their 

research 
• 18 % said the hindrance was significant

Knowledge access- South-North gap
Indian Institute of Science, subscribed to 10,600 journals
Yale University, subscribed to more than 100,000 journals

Why Open Access?
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Subscriptions to journals 
• Research showed that journal prices outpaced inflation 
by 250% over 30 years , +7% /year. (Data from Association 
for Research Libraries) 

• An Elsevier journal called Tetrahedron (The International 
Journal for the Rapid Publication of Full Original Research 
Papers and Critical Reviews in Organic Chemistry) costs 
almost $40,000 a year. 

• Overall Swissuniversities: 70 M $/year

• $20-50 to read an article if your university, institution  
company does not subscribe to that particular journal. 

Why Open Access?
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Stakeholders

Revolution:
Over the last 15 years 
almost all publishing of 
scholarly peer reviewed 
journals has  migrated to 
electronic web publishing 
as the main 
dissemination channel.



+

+

Adapté de The City University of New York, Content by Jill Cirasella / Graphic Design by Les LaRue, 
CC BY-SA 3.0 License http://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1000&context=gc_oers
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Preprint

Postprint

Publisher

Green or Gold roads
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• Preprint: original version of the manuscript as it is submitted to a 
journal

• Postprint: document that has been through the peer review 
process and incorporated reviewers comments. It is the final 
version of the paper before it is sent off the the journal for 
publication

• Publisher: version of record that is published on the publishers 
website. It will look quite spiffy, having been professionally 
typeset by the publisher. Library databases will link to this 
version of the paper

Green or Gold roads



"Black"

"Gold for profit" 
(payant pour 

l’auteur)

"Open Choice" 
(option OA)

"Working papers"
(manuscrit)

"Post-print"
(PDF-éditeur 

/auteur) 

"Pre-print"
(version non 

révisée) 

Revue Comité 
de lecture Licence Délai Charges Accès

"Diamond«
(platine)
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Toll Road 
•Scientific research is conducted and a paper is written 
•Author chooses to publish paper in closed access journal 
•Articles submitted to journal and peer review occurs 
•After acceptance, author transfers copyright to publishers 
•Published version of article immediately accessible to the public 
•Some charges may apply (for color or other special features) 
•Libraries subscribe or public pays to view on publisher’s website 
•Public granted little or no reuse rights beyond access to read articles 
-> Slow scientific progress, poor return on public investment 

Green Road 
•Articles submitted to journal and peer review occurs 
•After acceptance, a public access policy ensures deposit in open repository 
•The article is published under embargo 
•No charges apply 
•Public can download article form Open Access repository 
•Author chooses a user license and public is granted full (free) or limited (gratis) reuse 
rights  
-> Accelerated scientific progress, optimal retur on public investment
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Gold Road 
•Author chooses to publish in Open Access journal 
Articles submitted to journal and peer review occurs 
•After acceptance, author retain copyright and grant publisher a "license to publish" 
•Published version of article immediately accessible to the public 
•Authors may be required to pay the publisher an APC to cover publishing costs 
•Public can download article form Open Access journal 
•Author chooses a user license and public is granted full (free) or limited (gratis) reuse 
rights  
-> Accelerated scientific progress and maximized return on public investment 
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Source: www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/open-access-licenses
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Digital
Online
Free
Creative Commons-> 
traduction, 
redistribution, text
mining, migration to 
other medias …
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Positive impact
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Article Publication 
Charges (APC)

Negative impact

author-side fee model: 1000-2000 $/article

hybrid journals: 2000- 4000 $ /article
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Nov 2016: All projects receiving Horizon 2020 funding are 
required to make sure that any peer-reviewed journal article they 
publish is openly accessible, free of charge 

Oct 2016: loi pour une République numérique
Postprint , max embargo period: 6 months

www.narcis.nl 

www.openaire.eu

Avril 2017: Plan national Plan for Open Science
100%->2020

January 2017: national strategy
100%->2024
No hybrid journals, embargo 8 months max
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/fileadmin/swissuniversities/Dokument
e/Komm/MeMi/PR_SWU_national_strategy_Open_Access_20170201_E
N.pdf

Public Policies

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichLoiPubliee.do?idDocument=JORFD
OLE000031589829&type=general&legislature=14

Open Access policies
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Jan 2015 : 100 % Open Access since january 2017 ,  no copyright 
only CC BY 4.0 , 
Article Publication Charges paid

www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/index.php

Funder’s policies
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Publishers policies

www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php
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https://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/78476/external-embargo-list.pdf
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https://openaccessbutton.org/

Tools
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http://www.nature.com/ng/journal/v47/n4/full/ng.3260.html

21
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The document is available online for free under:
https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/25290367/mallet%202015%20polytes%20co
mmentary.preprint.pdf?sequence=1
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http://unpaywall.org/

Tools
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10623-016-0191-x
BUY 

or 

Open Access 
version
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The document is available online for free under:
https://arxiv.org/abs/1509.01371
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Registry of Open Access Repositories (ROAR)
roar.eprints.org
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Search for Repositories
www.opendoar.org
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Methodologies:
Search for repositories in France 
Find the open archive HAL  https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921509316311170
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The document is available online for free under:
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01393509/document
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doaj.org

List of open access journals

10,000 Journals
7000 searchable at Article level
123 Countries
2,500,000 Articles
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Bielefield Academic Search Engine
www.base-search.net

www.base-search.net

Search Engine
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100% Open Access? author-side
fee model. 
No subscription .Who pays? 
Authors, libraries,  funders, …

New alternative metrics
New research product: Open 
research data repositories

Future



Marie-Pierre VIDONNE- August 2017 33

Peter Suber: Open Access 
« MIT Press Essential Knowledge », 2012, ISBN : 978-0-262-51763-8
https://mitpress.mit.edu/sites/default/files/9780262517638_Open_Access_
PDF_Version.pdf

« Knowledge Ubound, selected writing on open acces », 2015, ISBN: 978-
0-262-02990-2
https://mitpress.mit.edu/sites/default/files/9780262029902_0.pdf

Thérèse Hameau, INIST
Libre accès à l’information scientifique et technique
Actualités, problématiques et perspectives
openaccess.inist.fr
RSS feed available

Social media
http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Social_media_sites_about_OA#Twitter
@Jeffrey_Beall
@OA_Button
@OADirectory

Sources
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Dr Marie-Pierre VIDONNE

I will be happy to answer any question you may have

VeilleOff

www.linkedin.com/in/vidonne


